KENDAL DEANERY STANDING COMMITTEE

NOTES OF THE MEETING 

Held at Natland on Monday 17th May 2010  

Present:
Tim Harmer,  David Cooper, Linda Cooper, Trevor Farrer, Gordon Howarth, Barbara Nelson, John Preston, Richard Snow, Geoff Wragg and Fiona Watson.  

Apologies from Mary Brown, Sue Wilson.

Tim Harmer opened with prayer

1.
The committee set dates for Synod for 2011 and suggested possible venues, to be confirmed - February 10th Thursday (St George's Kendal), June 7th Tuesday (Crosthwaite Village Hall), October 12th Wednesday (Natland St Mark's School)

2.
Parish Offer update  It was noted that the deanery had achieved 99% of the amount pledged for 2009.  The figures to the end of April 2010, showed most parishes appeared to be paying by standing order and had therefore paid 33.33%, some had paid slightly less and two had paid nothing at all so far.  


Offers for 2011 had been requested by 21st May, and Geoff Wragg reported he had received 11 offers to date.  100% of unit costs plus 20% was what the Standing Committee continued to see as our target for 2011.  

3.
Vacancies and Appointments  David Whitehead is to be licensed at Kirkby Lonsdale St Mary's on Thursday 20th May at 7.30 pm.


The vacancy at Kendal Holy Trinity had been advertised in the Church Times. An up to date Parish Profile had been produced and interviews were set for June 17/18th.  Meanwhile Tim Harmer commented that a good team was running the parish in the interregnum. 

4.
Deanery Buildings Strategy – As a follow up to the buildings audit the diocese will be asking Deaneries to consider appointing a group of people to look at church buildings usage under three criteria – best practice, potential and areas of difficulty. 

The Committee realised that the group would need to be sensitive and listen to people’s concerns and stress that there is no hidden agenda for closure.  However parishes needed to be encouraged to realistically consider their building use.  Recommendations would need to be linked to the Deanery Strategy and Vision. Gordon Howarth expressed an interest and the names of Julian Lambton and Bob Parkins were mentioned which would be followed up by Tim Harmer.

5.
Giving for Life  This was a C of E report  which has now been produced as a resource for discipleship and giving.  Bishop James was involved in its preparation.  There are workshops planned in the three archdeaconries for training preachers in how to present teaching on giving following the principles of the report. In the south the meeting is on June 29 at Ulverston Parish Centre, Sept  at Cockermouth, Sept 20 at Penrith)

6.
Next Meeting of Synod - Tuesday 8th June at the Training Centre, Casterton School 
Agenda items to include - Apologies, Minutes, Matters Arising, Chairman's Remarks.

Biblical Reflection (Shanti Thompson or Davis Whitehead - Richard to invite),

Training information

Main Item: Bishop James speaking on the Diocesan vision and strategy for the next ten years

Also there will be a DVD to view encouraging members to stand for election to General Synod. Parish Offer - review of end of 2009 figures, and update on 2010 figures

Brief report on Step by Step (Annual Meeting on 19th May - Gordon Hwoarth will attend and send report to Tim). 

Encouragement of participation in Ride and Stride - 11th September

Penny Naylor, the deanery MU member, has asked for an opportunity to speak to the synod - it was agreed to invite her for the October meeting.

7.
New Treasurer



John Chandler was suggested.  Barbara Nelson was to ask him if he was willing.  (He is).

8.
National Deaneries Conference at Swanwick 1st-3rd October – members were encouraged to think about going.  Linda hopes to attend.

9.
Youth Internships   Parishes needed to be encouraged to continue to think about these.

10.
Following the Diocesan review of the Board of Social Responsibility presented at the last Diocesan Synod, The Ven. Richard Pratt has proposed a Church Social Action Network of interested people and also to appointment of Urban Chaplains in the larger centres - including Kendal.  

11.
Synod Dates for 2010

Deanery Synod
Tuesday 8th June 7.30 pm

Casterton


Standing Committee
Monday 20th September 10 am
Natland


Deanery Synod 
Wednesday 13 October  7.30 pm
Heversham The Athenaeum

