KENDAL DEANERY STANDING COMMITTEE

NOTES OF THE MEETING 

at Natland on Monday 15th September 2008  

Present:
Tim Harmer, Mary Brown, David Cooper, Linda Cooper, Barbara Nelson, John Preston, Richard Snow, Geoff Wragg  and Fiona Watson.  

Apologies were received from Tim Evans, Trevor Farrer, George Howarth and Sue Wilson.

Tim opened the meeting with prayer.

1.
The notes of the meeting of Standing Committee on 19th June were accepted.

2.
There was discussion of the web site and what items should be available there, such as names of Standing committee, notes of meetings; and what links there should be to the Diocesan web site and the Church of England web site.  It was also felt a link from the diocesan web site to the Kendal deanery would be good.  The address is  www.kendaldeanery.org.uk.  John Preston is prepared to put things on the web site, if requested to do so.

3.
The committee was informed of the appointment of a House for Duty Priest to Beetham - Andrew Schofield from Duxford in the Ely diocese.   

It was also noted that Beverley Lock, curate from St. George's Kendal was moving to Shap with Swindale, Bampton with Mardale, Orton, Tebay and Ravenstonedale with Newbiggin on Lune 


Tim & Barbara are attending the National Deaneries Conference in mid-October at Swanwick Conference Centre, entitled "Mission Possible".  


There is also a Rural Deans Conference for the NW dioceses in March 2009 in Chester.


The committee were informed of the recent announcement of the retirement of the Bishop of Carlisle at the end of April 2009.  Fiona is on the Vacancy in See committee which meets for the first time on Wednesday 17.9.08

4.
Next Meeting of Synod - 30th October 2008 7.30 pm

Tim is to talk to Eric Robinson about using Kirkland Hall.  The re-furbished church at St. Thomas Kendal may also be a possibility.   (Subsequently St. George's Kendal was booked)


Elections:  House of Laity should be invited to nominate for the post of Lay Joint Chair.  (Barbara is still willing to stand)


Nominations should also be invited for Treasurer, Secretary, Archdeaconry Pastoral committee,  Archdeaconry Social Responsibility Committee.


It was suggested that Steve McCann be asked to do a biblical reflection perhaps focussing on All Saints.


There would be a review of the Deanery Mission 5-12 October. 


A further item might be a review of progress towards the formation and functioning of the Teams and Groups  proposed under the Deanery Strategy.  A brief item from each Team/ Group might be followed by an opportunity for prayer, and the items could be circulated to synod members afterwards.

5
From Survival to Revival  


There is to be a special celebratory service at Carlisle Cathedral on Saturday 8th November at 10.30 am to mark the end of the five year process.

6.
Finance

John reminded us that the Accounts for 2007-08 need to be adopted by synod.


He requested e-mail addresses for the new members of the Standing Committee.


There was a brief discussion of the current financial position.  John raised his disquiet at the Chapter taking financial decisions without reference to the Standing Committee.  The decision about funding the Wedding Fair was taken by Chapter because of the urgency.  John would bring a motion to the synod concerning the scope of financial activity.  The necessary majority of both houses of the Standing Committee could be sought by e-mail if urgent.


Under the new Parish Offering scheme, it was noted that any surplus or savings,  due to interregna, would come back to the deanery from the diocese.

7.
Pastoral (training, discipleship, youth)
Mary gave a review of the range of training events coming up soon.

a.
"Lost for Words" - at Kendal Parish Church in October and November

b.
"Discovering Faith Matters" - the first of 5 modules of an ecumenical course.  "What is the Bible and how do we use it?" will be five sessions in October November at Burneside.

c.
"The Importance of Listening" -  an Acorn training day at Burneside 11th November.

d.
"Called to Serve"  - there are two groups continuing in the Kendal Deanery.  Next meeting 27th September.  

e.
There are currently four people in training to be Readers - Mary Brown, Linda Cooper, Anne Russell and Graham Skilling.

8
THE Mission  5-12 October


The programme and prayer cards are available in the churches.  Kendal Parish Church have offered the railings at their entrance for the display of a banner advertising the Mission.  Follow- up courses - such as Christianity Explored, Alpha, etc. - will be encouraged.  There will be envelopes at the two main services for offerings towards the expenses but the cost is being covered by a special ‘Out of the Blue’ fund.


The second Deanery bicycle ride is on Saturday 20th September.  It is hoped all churches will be open, hopefully manned, and perhaps offering refreshments.  Cyclists need to get their list signed to show where they have visited.

9
Synod Dates in 2009

It was agreed to have one meeting per term preceded by a Standing Committee to plan the agenda etc.


Standing Committee
Monday January 19th, at Sunnybank, Underbarrow  10 am


Synod meeting
Tuesday February 10th  7.30 pm


Standing Committee
Monday May 18th
at Natland ?


Synod


Tuesday June 9th 
venue tba


Standing Committee
Monday September 28th   at Apple Acres, Woodhouse Lane, 

Heversham


Synod


Thursday October 22nd   venue tba

Next Meetings

Deanery Synod on Thursday 30th October, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. - St George's Kendal.

The meeting closed with the Grace.

