KENDAL DEANERY STANDING COMMITTEE

NOTES OF THE MEETING 

at 23 Long Meadow Lane, Natland, 30 April 2007 

Present:
Nigel Davies, Barbara Nelson, Annette Brown,  Mary Brown, John Chandler, Tim Evans, 


Tim Harmer, John Preston, Fiona Watson, Angela Whittaker and Geoff Wragg,  

Apologies were received from Linda Cooper and Donald Watson.

The meeting opened with prayer.

Fixed Dates
Fiona had produced a draft suggestion of possible dates for synod meetings in 2008 - other suggestions and amendments should be sent to her urgently before they are sent to Carlisle for inclusion in the Fixed Dates calendar.  

Review of last synod 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.  

It was noted that Holy Trinity Kendal had accepted the principle of Suspension of Presentation for the appointment of a new vicar to follow Ron Metcalfe.

Next Synod - 23rd June is to be in Natland School.  It was suggested that a strong presentation of results and achievements during Walk Cumbria could be the focus for our meeting.  Also a look forward to the Deanery Mission 2008, scheduled for October 2008.  Any pictures etc. would be a bonus.  Rod Readhead might be invited to give an overview of follow up.

From Survival to Revival - Updates

Discipleship.- Angela did not have anything further to report, but mention was made of Lionel Stock's course "Confident Christians".  Details still to come.  She had a contact who could put information on the web site.

Giving  John had circulated the Parish Share figures for 2007 to the end of March which indicated which parishes have a monthly payment scheme in place, which have paid in full already and which have made no payment to date.

John then suggested that, since he would be involved at a diocesan level with the new Parish Share scheme, he should step aside and perhaps Geoff Wragg could act at a deanery level.  Parishes might feel less constrained if they were negotiating with someone not involved at diocese level.

He also mentioned that there had been no requests for help from the Deanery Stewardship resource (though Natland had been taking advice from Geoff Hine).

Ministry  In Linda's absence, there was no report

Mission   Walk Cumbria 2007 (Sat 5th-Sun 13 May) was still the main focus of Mission.  Plans were going ahead for Kendal, Heversham and Milnthorpe, Burneside, Lyth Valley churches to receive team members.  The successes and thoughts personal stories and follow up to Walk Cumbria 2007 would be the focus for the next Synod meeting, which would give a lead into the Deanery Mission 2008 with one of the Bishops.  The date booked is 5th to 12th October 2008.

Following Walk Cumbria, Tim H planned to renew contact with clergy and offer help in taking the achievements forward.

Mary asked about follow up after Walk Cumbria events.  Through Faith Missions are good at passing on names and we should not forget the ecumenical aspect of the Walk.  It was acknowledged that there could be many different kinds of follow up needed and she had a variety of resources available.

Worship  John Chandler needs one or two more colleagues. Nigel would suggest one or two folk he could contact.  John planned to visit different churches to experience the diversity of worship available across the deanery.

Youth  Annette was hoping to put something on the web site about Child Protection.  Also she was advised to contact Drew Newman at St. Thomas's Kendal to get some idea of what is happening there.

Training
.Mary mentioned the new "Called to Serve" course starting in September, with a taster evening on June 26 at St. Mary, Windermere.  She also has details of the 'Your SHAPE for God's service" course which has a more personal focus. 

She mentioned the training for Commissioned Lay Ministry, for those who wished to be more involved in parish ministry.  

At a deanery level, two evenings were planned on 'Encountering Islam' (following the successful day at Arnside earlier in the year).  There were also enquiries for churchwarden training but this would most likely be in 2008.

Website
Web site is now up and running - can be used for the display of parish information, the focus groups findings, pictures, agenda, minutes.  It was not being used much at present and our commitment is presently for one year.  The possibility of linking with the Diocesan web site was mentioned.

Movement towards collaboration under the Deanery Strategy for Ministry
The Beacon Team (Kendal St George, Skelsmergh, Selside, Longsleddale, Grayrigg, Burneside) was moving towards becoming a legal Team in the autumn.

The Kent Estuary Group (Arnside, Heversham, Milnthorpe, Beetham, Levens) were moving towards becoming a Group, again in the autumn,  and already working together in a number of areas.

The South Kendal area - there is to be a discussion between the clergy in this area on 1st May.  There is some apprehension about the centralising force of Holy Trinity Kendal

The Lyth Valley churches were working together in a looser Mission Unit arrangement in a three year experiment, which may continue after that time.

Any Other Business
Tim E asked that the notes of Standing Committee meetings be made available to Synod members.

Mary asked that she, as Deanery Training Officer, should be invited to Licensings of new clergy.

DATES
Next Synod meeting

Saturday June 23rd

Next Standing Committee
Monday 25th June - at Burneside at 10 am
