KENDAL DEANERY STANDING COMMITTEE

NOTES OF THE MEETING 

at Burneside Church room, 5th February 2007 

Present:
Nigel Davies, Barbara Nelson, Mary Brown, John chandler, Linda Cooper, Tim Evans, 


Tim Harmer, John Preston, Donald Watson, Fiona Watson and Geoff Wragg,  

Apologies were received from Annette Brown, Angela Whittaker .

The meeting opened with prayer.

Review of last synod 
It was felt to have been good to break into groups to discuss the topics; it was short, perhaps lacking in 'meat'.  The synod is not involved in taking many decisions, but more will have to be taken in 2008 in preparation for the introduction of the new share arrangements in 2009.  

Considerable time was spent discussing the distinction between 'education' and 'training', and how information about day courses and the like is disseminated (reference was made to the 'Encountering Islam' day at Arnside and Lionel Stock's proposed course 'Confident Christians' on church doctrine, history, liturgy etc.).  We asked how to get information out to the 'person in the pew' without it being 'filtered' by the first recipient.

It was suggested that Mary Brown was the centre for dissemination of information.  She would build up a circulation list of clergy, PCC secs, synod reps, churchwardens, lay readers, magazine editors, CTiK and KEG.  The local colleges and the Brewery might also be included.   Such courses needed to be planned well ahead - probably a year.  There was opportunity for coordination within Teams.

Next Synod 22nd March
As it was after the March diocesan synod meeting, it would be appropriate to focus on Parish Share - what do parishes have to do, when, by when - and Stewardship Schemes - do people have schemes which have been successful.  It was also suggested that Windermere Deanery be asked how they achieve 100% of share received.  It was suggested it would be appropriate to invite treasurers.  John was asked to shape the Synod agenda and to speak to Windermere Deanery.

Discussion of the figures for share received by Dec 31 2006 revealed an opportunity to send a congratulatory letter to Milnthorpe.  Concern was expressed about the percentage of share requested of Kendal parishes which was over and above the cost of ministry and included assistance to the poorer deaneries.  

From Survival to Revival - Updates

Nothing on discipleship.

Giving had been covered above.

Linda advised that Deborah Preston had resigned from the group so now Linda and Marion were seeking to handle this area.  Interviews with parishes had been productive but there were still a number of parishes to cover for a complete picture.  The notes would then be collated into some coherent form to send to the parishes and to put on the web site.  The first wave of information gathering continues.

Mission
Walk Cumbria 2007 (Sat 5th-Sun 13 May) was still the main focus of Mission.  Plans were firming up for Kendal, Heversham and Milnthorpe, Burneside, Lyth Valley churches to receive team members.  Programmes were being arranged - focus could include dinners, pub visits, door to door, visits to meetings.  Tim asked about mileage charges for his trips in connection with publicity for the Mission - it was agreed the Deanery would pay.

Daniel Cozens was booked to do his 'Night of Colour' at the Brewery on the 5th May.  

Youth
There was no report due to Annette's absence.

Worship  

John Chandler reported that there had been 15 responses to the questionnaire being sent out again.  The information was not always adequate, but in due course would be collated and shared.  Some questions were not specific enough.  He needs one or two more colleagues.

Website
Web site is now up and running - can be used for the display of parish information, the focus groups findings, pictures?, agenda, minutes.

S2R Event

It was agreed to go for Saturday 17th November in the morning.  Nigel was to investigate the possibility of meeting at the Brewery, and of our having a Bishop join us.

AOB
It was noted that Holy Trinity Kendal were having a problem with the idea of Suspension of Presentation following Ron's retirement.  This may well delay the process of appointing a new vicar.

Fixed Dates
Church House had sent out requests for the dates of our Synod meetings in 2008 - Nigel and Fiona to liaise and make sure the dates get to Carlisle before the deadline (25.5.07)

DATES
Next Synod meeting

Thursday March 22nd

Next Standing Committee
Monday 30th April - at NATLAND at 10 am
